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My first encounter with sociology of sport was as a bachelor student in sports science at The 

Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) in Trondheim in 2009. As part of 

my bachelor’s degree I had to complete a course in sociology of sport. This course would 

become my introduction to research on women and sport, and to Celia Brackenridge’s 

academic work. The course was taught by Professor Jorid Hovden, who put two of 

Brackenridge’s papers on the recommended reading list: “Women Athletes' Personal 

Responses to Sexual Harassment in Sport” and “`HE OWNED ME BASICALLY...': Women's 

Experience of Sexual Abuse in Sport”. Together, Celia Brackenridge’s work, Hovden’s lectures 

and other key texts inspired me to follow an academic career in sociology of sport, and to 

eventually become a researcher in the gender and sports field. Therefore, I am very privileged 

to be the 2019 recipient of the Celia Brackenridge International Research Award. My research 

continues to be in Celia’s footsteps, always with the scope of challenging social inequality and 

gendered structures of power in sport.   
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Receiving the award, I planned to present my work at the 2020 World Congress of Sociology 

of Sport in Chile. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic the conference has been 

postponed to 2021, so I will have to wait another year before I can share and develop my 

ideas further with colleagues across the world. Even though my conference plans have been 

postponed, the award has opened new doors in my career. Since I received the award, I have 

been granted a scholarship for ‘talented young researchers’ at Nord University to support my 

research further. One of the reasons I was given the research grant was that my research had 

been internationally recognized with the Celia Brackenridge International Research Award. 

When I came to Chichester to receive this award it was for my paper "Girls Are Not Made 

of Glass!": Barriers Experienced by Women in Norwegian Olympic Boxing”. I plan to continue 

my work in critically examining the conditions, possibilities and barriers girls and women face 

in the sport of boxing. I believe that boxing represents a unique case for the study of gendered 

power relations in sport. There are two main reasons for this: (1) boxing is practiced in gender 

mixed groups. This means that female and male athletes train together and that they are 

coached by the same coach. Hence, coaches must relate to both male and female athletes. 

And (2) boxing represents a hyper-masculine sporting space. It is in many ways a form of 

personal war. The best possible outcome of a boxing competition is that you punch your 

opponent to the head so hard that they lose consciousness for more than 10 seconds. This is 

an athletic act that brings few connotations to most traditional/cultural norms of femininity. 

Hence, women boxing disrupts and challenges cultural beliefs about what women can and 

should do in sport.  

As I have tried to communicate in this report, this award has meant a lot to me both personally 

and academically. I would like to thank the Anita White Foundation for recognising my work 

with this award. Hopefully my efforts can continue to make a contribution to Celia’s legacy in 

studies of women in sport.   
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