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The honorary award that we are making today is an expression of 

admiration and respect by the University for work that is internationally 

recognised in the protection of children involved in sport throughout the 

world.  

Professor Celia Brackenridge is currently Professorial Research Fellow 

at Brunel University and Chair of the Organising Committee for the 2012 

International Convention on Science, Education and Medicine in Sport - 

the high profile conference that traditionally precedes the Olympic and 

Paralympic Games.   

Celia was educated at The Lady Eleanor Holles School for Girls in 

London.  In her last year, she shocked her Head Teacher by ignoring the 

school’s advice to go on to University after achieving excellent A level 

grades. Instead, she opted to take a Certificate in Education at Bedford 

College, the most prestigious college at the time for women’s Physical 

Education. After gaining her Certificate, she went on to add an Honours 

year at the University of Cambridge. She left with a Bachelor of 

Education with First class Honours – the first physical education student 

in the UK to achieve a First Class Honours degree. However, to this day, 

her old school has never added her name to its Honours list.  

Whilst at Cambridge she was awarded a Full Blue for sporting 

excellence in 1972. In itself, this was rather unusual since the 

Cambridge rules stated that, unlike men, women could only achieve a 

Half Blue unless they achieved representative honours outside the 

University. Celia did this not in one sport but in two, Lacrosse (at 

national level) and cricket (at county level). She was subsequently 

awarded her Double Full Blue.  



 As you will have gathered from the story thus far, Celia has spent her 

life challenging existing systems and winning through to her goals 

whatever barriers are put in her way.  

In 1973, she went on to take an MA in Physical Education at the 

University of Leeds (one of the first programmes of its kind at the time). 

Her first job was a PE teacher at Bournemouth Girl’s School. From there, 

she went on to teach at The Lady Mable College of Physical Education, 

which became part of Sheffield Polytechnic and then, in 1992, Sheffield 

Hallam University. She spent twenty years teaching and managing the 

academic sport provision at Sheffield Hallam, where she also gained a 

PhD by portfolio before leaving to establish a research centre at the 

University of Gloucestershire in 1996 as Professor of Sport and Leisure. 

In 2005, she became Director of the Centre for Youth Sport and Athlete 

Welfare at Brunel University, a post she retired from last August. 

Celia represented England at Lacrosse for fourteen years, becoming 

captain from 1979 to 1982. She was England Team Coach from 1985-86 

for the Lacrosse World Cup in the United States, and Visiting Women’s 

Lacrosse Coach and Researcher at Harvard University in 1983 and 

1984.  

Throughout her career Celia has demonstrated the importance of the 

relationship between evidence-based research and public policy and the 

way that, in combination, accompanied by determined organisation and 

pressure, they can be used to change the world.  

She was instrumental in setting up the UK Women’s Sports Foundation 

and was its first Chair from 1984-1988. When I met her recently, she 

described this organisation to me as, in her words, ‘a Greenpeace for 

women’s sport’. The WSF became the Women’s Sport and Fitness 

Foundation and last year celebrated its 25th anniversary. In 1994 the first 

world conference on women and sport took place in Brighton. Bringing 

together 280 policy and decision makers from 82 countries, it was 

chaired by Anita White, previously Co-ordinator of the Sports Studies 

programme here at Chichester and now a Governor of the University. 

[And I am pleased to say that Anita is with us in the Theatre today].  

Celia was a speaker at this ground breaking  Conference  which led to 

the celebrated Brighton Declaration setting out the principles to be 



adopted to increase the involvement of women in sport at all levels and 

all functions and roles.Adopted by over 150 national organisations all 

over the world, the Brighton Declaration has been a powerful influence 

on international sporting bodies for the last 16 years.  

I am pleased to say that Celia has recently agreed that her personal 

papers from that period, concerning the Brighton Declaration and the 

Women’s Sports Foundation, should join those of Anita White and others 

as a coherent archive here in our University library.The archive will be 

open to international scholars, so that history will never forget the sound 

of glass ceilings breaking across the sporting world in the wake of the 

Brighton Declaration.  

From the 1990s Celia’s research has focused on the issues concerned 

with child protection in Sport, particularly the sexual exploitation, 

harassment and abuse of children. Her pioneering research in this area 

was highly controversial at first – as she put it to me when we met ,  

‘People thought I was just a troublemaker- trampling on Paradise’.  

At first, governing bodies were reluctant to listen to the results of her 

research, but when Celia enlisted the support of the NSPCC and 

UNICEF, sports organisations around the world began to take notice.  

From 2001, she was an advisor to the NSPCC and Sport England’s 

newly opened Child Protection in Sport Unit and chaired its Research 

Task Force for six years. In this time she supported the production of the 

NSPCC’s National Action Plan for Child Protection in Sport and its 

accompanying Standards for Safeguarding and Protecting Children in 

Sport. Between 1994 and 2010 she was the Convenor of the Task Force 

on Sexual Harassment and Abuse in Sport for the influential 

organisation, Women Sport International.  

She was Programme Consultant to the International Olympic Committee 

Medical Commission’s 2007 Consensus Statement on Sexual 

Harassment and Abuse in Sport and to the UNICEF working group on 

violence against children in sport which published its report earlier this 

year.  

In September 2000 she was engaged by the Football Association to 

carry out an impact study on their Child Protection programme right 



across the country. This was a 1.3 million pound, three year research 

project focussing on the FA’s 40,000 affiliated clubs for children and 

young people ranging from the Premier League to the local village team. 

She has recently been invited by FIFA and UNICEF to advise on a 

review of the movement of young players between sub-Saharan Africa 

and European football clubs.  

Celia chaired the Leisure Studies Association from 1993 to 1995 and 

edited the journal Leisure Studies from 1995 to 1997. She is a member 

of the editorial boards for the journals, Equal Opportunities International, 

Leisure Studies, the Journal of Sport Policy and the Journal of Sexual 

Aggression.  

In 2007 she received the prestigious Darlene Kluka Research Award 

from the United States Women’s Sports Foundation and in 2008, the 

Distinguished International Scholar award of the Association for Applied 

Sport Psychology. In 2009 she was awarded an Honorary PhD from the 

University of Bedfordshire.  

The work that she undertook with the FA resulted in a co-authored book 

in 2007. Child Welfare in Football is fast becoming a reference point for 

sports organisations across the world in the crucial area of child 

protection. Its opening dedication could stand as a testimony to Celia’s 

amazing work, on behalf of children in sport, over the last fifteen years.  

It reads: 

This book is dedicated to all children who play the beautiful game in the 

hope that their dreams come true - and to all the dream makers who 

care for them. 

Chair of Governors, in recognition of an outstanding contribution to sport 

and humanity, the University of Chichester is proud to make the award 

of an Honorary Fellowship of the University to Professor Celia 

Brackenridge.   

 

 


